NEOLOGISMS—racial, intellectuals	33
the strictly scientific words, writers have not the power to
decide whether they shall accept them or not; they must be
content to take submissively what the men of science choose
to give them, they being as much within their rights in
naming what they have discovered or invented as an explorer
in naming a new mountain, or an American founder a new
city. Minneapolis, Pikeville, and Pennsylvania, may have
a barbaric sound, but there they are ; so telegram, or aestho-
physiology. The proud father of the latter (Herbert Spencer)
confesses to having docked it of a syllable; and similarly
Mr. Lecky writes of *a eudaemometer measuring with ac-
curacy the degrees of happiness realized by men in different
ages'; consequently there will be some who will wish these
long words longer, though more who will wish them shorter;
but grumble as we may, the f atria potestas is indefeasible.
On the other hand, with such words as racial, intellectuals,
it is open to any writer, if he does not like the word that
threatens to occupy an obviously vacant place, to offer
a substitute, or at least to avoid giving currency to what
he disapproves. It will be remembered that when it was
proposed to borrow from France what we now know as the
closure, it seemed certain for some time that with the thing
we should borrow the name, cWture; a press campaign resulted
in closure^ for which we may be thankful. The same might
have been done for, or rathe" against, racial, if only some one
had thought of it in time.
americanisms
Though we take these separately from foreign words,
which will follow next, the distinction is purely pro forma ;
Americanisms are foreign words9 and should be so treated.
To say this is not to insult the American language. If any
one were asked to give an Americanism without a moment's
delay, he would be more likely than not to mention / guess.
Inquiry into it would at once bear out the American contention

